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Meet Club Member George Petit

A grandfather’s love and guid-
ance gave direction to George
Petit’s life. He taught him how
to build houses, hunt, and find
Native American artifacts as a
hobby. George Petit was born
and educated in Terre Haute
and when he was ten years old
his father died as the result of
his becoming infected with
rabies, so George was raised by
his paternal grandparents who
had immigrated from France in
the early 1900’s.

His early experience with build-
ing caused him to be interested
in the shop programs when he
attended Gerstmeyer Technical
High School. Junior and Senior
students could choose from
electrical, welding, automotive,
woodworking, printing and foun-
dry classes. George says, “This
is where | received my electrical
training.”

Following his graduation in
1953, George served two years
as an apprentice bricklayer and
four years as an apprentice
electrician before becoming
designated as a journeyman in
each of these specialties.

During this time, his grandpar-
ents introduced him to a fellow
Frenchman, who had an attrac-
tive niece. Delores Michki and
George were married in 1956
at the Old Sacred Heart Church.

George notes, “We were the
last couple to be married at the
old church before they built the
new one.” They have two chil-
dren, Jacqueline J. Collins and
George S. Petit; and three
grandchildren.

In 1964, George started AAA
Electric and in 1978 he estab-
lished SHP Electronics. He has
been a member of the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers for 55 years and a
member of the National Electri-
cal Contractors Association for
42 years.

Projects his company worked
on include Federal and State
prisons, hospitals, schools and
colleges in Indiana and lllinois.
Currently they are working on
the Indiana University New Data
Center in Bloomington for $10
M worth of electrical work; $7
M on Phase | of the IU Multidis-
ciplinary Science Building and
$6 M for Phase Il; Fulton school
in Indy for $5 M, River Birch
Elementary in Avon at $2 M and
in Terre Haute doing electrical
work on the Boral Brick Plant.

When not working, George en-
joys hunting and for the last six
years leases woods in Parke
County where he keeps a trailer
so he and his brother can hunt
each weekend during deer sea-
son from October to late De-
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cember.

George says, “I've hunted out
west in Colorado, Montana,
Wyoming and New Mexico for
antelope, deer and elk. My
favorite place was Charma,
New Mexico where | killed a
total of 14 elk.”

In his lifetime, George person-
ally built seven homes. He is
also a member of the Associ-
ated Building Contractors in
Terre Haute and a member of
the Elks Club where he served
as exalted ruler from 1978-79.

His faith is also an important
aspect of his life. His grandpar-
ents raised him as a Catholic
and made sure he went to
church each Sunday. Today, he
and Delores are members of
the St. Margaret Mary Church
and George says, “l want to
thank the One who made all of
these things possible in my life,
which is God. Had it not been
for Him, none of these things
would have happened in my
life”.

He also appreciates his mem-
bership in Rotary which he
joined in July 1988 because he
knew several members and felt
the club’s focus was a worth-
while one.

New Club Bylaws

The board has approved new bylaws for our club.
The membership will vote on the bylaws at the August 26, 2008 regular meeting.
Please review the bylaws posted on-line at:

http://www.throtary.org/proposed-bylaws.pdf

Contact Tom Newlin with any questions or concerns.

Special Guest

Please welcome District Governor William F. Ryall to our club meeting today!
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New Albany, Indiana

Bill worked as a teacher and administrator for the Department of Defense Overseas Schools in
Europe. He and his wife and children lived in Germany, Norway, England and Belgium for 30 years
before returning home to Indiana in 1995.

Bill is also a retired Army Colonel with a total of 38 years active and reserve duty, and a graduate of
Infantry School, Command & General Staff College, and the Army War College. He held a wide vari-
ety of leadership positions in Armor and Infantry unites in the US Army in Europe, and key staff posi-
tions including Commander, US Army Element, Allied Forces NORTH, Oslo, Norway, and liaison
officer to NATO HQ, Brussels.

In 1996 he joined Indiana University Southeast as an adjunct professor of Education and the coach of
the varsity women’s tennis team. He continues in these assignments today. In 2003-04, he also served
as the Director of the Floyd County Emergency Management Agency.

Bill holds BS and MS degrees from Indiana University in History and Education, and did post-
graduate work at the University of Oregon, Oxford and Cambridge. He is also a graduate of the Na-
tional Defense Education Institute in Asian Studies.

Bill joined the Rotary Club of New Albany, Indiana, in 1995 and has served as club President, Inter-
national Service Chair for club and district, GSE Chair for club and district, GSE team leader to Aus-
tria, and Assistant Governor. Bill is a multiple Paul Harris Fellow, a Paul Harris Society member, a
Rotary Foundation Sustaining member and Benefactor.

Bill is married to Marty Ryall, a French teacher at New Albany High School. They have two grown
children and four grandchildren. Marty and both of their children are also Paul Harris Fellows.
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The Rotary 4-Way Test
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR tfo all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

Wil it be BENEFICIAL
to all concerned?

The polio eradication grant is
one of the largest challenge
grants ever given by the Gates
Foundation and the largest
grant received by Rotary in its
102-year history.
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Rotary International
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2008-2009 Officers, Board Members, and Chairs of Committees

OFFICERS

President
President-Elect
Vice President
Secretary

Asst Secretary
Treasurer

Asst Treasurer
Attendance
Asst Attendance
Seargant-at-Arms
Past President

BOARD MEMBERS*

COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS

2007-2009
Jim Bertoli
Neil Garrison
Gary Morris
Tom Newlin
David Piker
Susi Willis

Community Service

Kim Ingalsbe*
Bart Colwell*
Bryan Sponsler*
Stephanie Welsh*

Linda Stanley*
Kay Newton
Sally Stewart

Mike Collins*
Paul Stanley

2008-2010

Bill Aubin

David Bolk

Dan DeBard

Santhana Naidu
Nancy Brattain Rogers
Sally Stewart

Nancy Brattain Rogers

Advisory Committee
Blood Drive
Environmental Protection
Food Drive (USPC)
Goodwill Drive
Salvation Army Drive
Speech Contest

Youth
Interact

Rotaract at ISU
Rotaract at RHIT
RYE Officer
RYE Counselor

Jim Bertoli

Rick Kohr

Brian Ross

Jim Bertoli

Bill Aubin

Nancy Brattain Rogers
Bryan Sponsler

Lisa Pepperworth
Nancy Brattain Rogers
Laura Hemming
Santhana Naidu

Tom Dever

Club Service Josh Zuerner
Public Relations David Piker
Asst Public Relations

Bulletin Joyce Keenan
Website Josh Zuerner
Asst Website Santhana Naidu
Program Bill Tromble
Membership Bryan Sponsler

New Member Cmte Assignments
Orientation

Asst Orientation

Classification

Fellowship

Asst Fellowship

Invocations

Rotary Memorials

Mike Collins
Chuck Shutt

Lea Anne Crooks
Sally Stewart

Bart Colwell
Craig McKee

Foundation/Grants Ralph Cutter
Local Foundation Susi Willis
Matching Grants Beth Tevlin
(RI, District, & Corporate)
Community Grant Awards David Bolk
Rotary International Foundation =~ Tom Dever
Ten for One Club Craig McKee
Paul Harris Fellows Craig McKee
International Service David Mitchell
Water Project David Mitchell
GSE Team Host David Mitchell
Asst to GSE Team John Perry

Vocational Service

Adrian Tudorica

Jeremiah Turner

Dictionary Project
Vocational Awards Month

Neil Garrison



Make-Up Locations

Monday
Paris (NOON)....cccceeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenns Café France
Princeton (Noon)...... Gibson General Hospital
Tuesday \
Marshall (6:45 AM)............. Family Restaurant 5
Casey (NOON) ...eevrueereceeeeeanennn Richard’s Farm .
Indianapolis (Noon).... Scottish Rite Cathedral > "j \
Lafayette (11:45 AM).....cccecuennee University Inn . / /
Sullivan (NOON)........vvvveeneee. Sullivan Elks Club August Birthdays \ \
Wednesday .
ALtiCa (6:30 AM) wevvvevreverrerree Harrison Hills 2 Bill Kauffman 9
Brazil (NOON)....ccovvvenen. Coffee Cup Restaurant 5 Maver Gibbs {
Crawfordsville (NOON).........ooovvevs.. Holiday Inn 6 Deron Allen
Greencastle (NOON) ....cvcveeeeveeeeeennen. Walden Inn 9 William Olah
Linton (Noon)......... Old Bank & Co Restaurant 20 Thomas Mason
Plainfield (Noon)......... Metropolis Stone Creek 25 John Chironna
Rockville (7:15 AM).................. Billie Creek Inn 25 Robert Steinbaugh
Thursday 28 Dan Wells
Terre Haute South (7:00 AM)........ Holiday Inn
Online E-Makeup (6 per year)
http://www.rotaryeclubone.org/

August 4, 2008 Board Meeting Notes

Bill Aubin was approved to board mem-
bership for the 2008-2010 term.

Brad Bush of Riddell National Bank was
approved for membership. Brad was
nominated by Dan Debard.

Heather Penney of Indiana Small Busi-
ness Development Center was approved
for membership. Heather was nomi-
nated by Nancy Merritt.

Bryan Hane of Speaker Fulfillment Ser-
vices was approved for membership.
Bryan was nominated for membership by
Paul Stanley.

Anice Anderson and Laura Hemming
have resigned their memberships.

Linda gave the final 2007 financial re-
port. No material changes were made
not outlined in last month's notes.

The club decided to support both an In-
ternational water project and the Rotary

International Polio+ project. By combin-
ing a $500 with $500 in proceeds from
the happy jar over the course of the year,
our club will give $1000 to Polio Plus.
Additionally, our club will be giving
$1,000 to an International Water project.
David Mitchell will be working to identify
a project over the next few months.

New bylaws were approved by the board.
The bylaws will be made available online
for club member review. The primary
change in the bylaws is with regard to
elections and the slate of officers being
devised by the nomination committee
and any additional nominations made by
the floor at the election meeting. The
Bylaws will be voted by membership at
the August 26 meeting.

Our club will be asked to deliver about
1300 dictionaries to area elementary
school students. The tentative date for

delivery is September 10th. Between 36
and 40 Rotarians will be needed. Please
mark your calendar and plan to volun-
teer. Additionally, Rotarians can assist in
applying a label to each dictionary. Time
spent working on the project will provide
a meeting makeup.

The September board meeting will be
held on Sept 8, 2008 (not September 1).

Terre Haute Rotary Foundation Grant
applications are due Sept 1, 2008. The
grant application is available on our club
website.

This year's Rotary Youth Exchange (RYE)
student is Hank Huang from Taiwan. The
first host family will be Gayle and Tim
Hayes. Tom Dever is the youth exchange
counselor.

Important Dates:

September 1, 2008—Local Foundation Grant Applications Due
September 8, 2008-Board Meeting (second Monday of September)

September 10, 2008-Tentative date for dictionary project distribution

(40 volunteers needed)




